
                      OUR APPROACH TO GOD  
  

  PRELUDE      

  VOTUM    

     Our help is in the name of the Lord who made the heavens and the earth. 

     Amen. 

  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

     ‘I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’’ 

     We are glad. Whether we drove in or climbed up, whether we logged on or tuned in. We are  

     glad to be here in this community, with this family. It is a place of joyful hope, and absolute  

     welcome. It is a place where, together, we can wait in wondrous anticipation of the  

     kingdom to come. 

     ‘Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the  

     house of the God of Jacob; that God may teach us God’s ways and that we may walk in Gods  

     paths’’ 

     We light this candle as a sign of our hope, our joyous hope that we can be restored – our  

     faith restored, our strength restored, our confidence restored, our joy restored as we watch  

     and wait with all God’s people for the promise to be fulfilled. 

GATHERING SONG   ‘Cornerstone’    (Jonas Myrin) 

 

 Verse 1 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly trust in Jesus' Name 

(REPEAT) 

Chorus 

Christ alone cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm He is Lord 

Lord of all 

 

Verse 2 

When darkness seems to hide His face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 

In every high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil 

My anchor holds within the veil  Chorus 

Verse 3 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 

Oh may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 

Faultless stand before the throne 

  CALL TO WORSHIP 

     The time is coming when the Lord shall pour his most special blessing on the earth. 

     We want to be ready for that time. What should we do? 

     Be vigilant. Keep your hearts, minds, and spirits open to God’s word. 

     Help us, O Lord, to be aware of all of Your blessings. 

     Come, let us celebrate God’s love for us. 

     Make our hearts ready to receive Your gift of love, O Lord. 

  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

     God of amazing surprises, we are rushing headlong into this season. We want to think of  

     the holiday as delightful, but we have a tendency to make it a time of the highest stress. We  

     over-schedule our time, overdraw our resources, ignore those moments in which we could  

     just relax and have quiet time with our families and with You. The reality is that Your love  

     should be our foundation, the base from which we celebrate. Our watchfulness is not  

     necessarily about what is to happen, but rather should be on the ways in which we order  



     our lives, ways that block out Your love and your healing power. Forgive us for our  

     stubborn insistence on maintaining schedule rather than focusing on Your love. Heal us.  

     Strengthen us and make us watchful over our faith in You. For we ask this in Jesus’ name.  

     Amen. 

  WORDS OF ASSURANCE    

  SUMMARY OF THE LAW   

  ANTHEM  ‘Emmanuel (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)’            (Arr. by Lloyd Larsen) 

  CHILDREN’S TIME AND LORD’S PRAYER    

   

THE WORD OF GOD 
   SCRIPTURE LESSON    Matthew 24:36-44 

36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood 

came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will 

be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 

on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known 

in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 

have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour.   
 

This is the Word of the Lord        

  Thanks be to God. 

   SERMON            Ryan T Nace 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD  
   RECOGNITION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

   THE DOXOLOGY       

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 

     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

   PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

     Thank You, God. Thank You for the wake-up call, reminding us to be ready. Thank You  

     for not giving up on Your vision of peace. Thank You for the opportunity to gather each  

     week in Your house, that we might encourage one another to stay on Your path. And thank  

     You for the opportunity to give these gifts for Your ministry, that together we might help  

     the world be ready to receive the Prince of Peace, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

   HYMN #124   ‘Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus’ 

Verse 1 

Come Thou long expected Jesus Born to set Thy people free 

From our fears and sins release us Let us find our rest in Thee 

Israel's strength and consolation Hope of all the earth Thou art 

Dear desire of every nation Joy of every longing heart 

 



Verse 2 

Born Thy people to deliver Born a child and yet a King 

Born to reign in us forever Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring 

By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone 

By Thine all sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne

  

   BENEDICTION       

   POSTLUDE        
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