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Isaiah 62:1-5 

Intro 

This morning’s first passage starts out as a prophet’s declaration of the Divine that Israel 

will be restored from the brokenness of being conquered, its’ capital destroyed, and its’ people 

sent into exile.   

That’s how it starts. 

 Then it uses an illustration that caused me to look twice, not because it was all that 

mystifying but more because it tied directly to the contextual illustration that the Gospel reading 

uses (and this is why we’re hearing from two passages this morning!).   

 How great is God’s commitment to humanity (represented in this passage by the 

Israelites)?   

So great that He is willing to enter into a covenant that (as I use in that particular liturgy 

every time I use it), ‘no one may divide’.  The scripture reads this way.   

Isaiah 62:1-5   

62For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 

vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2 The nations shall 

see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the 

mouth of the Lord will give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a 

royal diadem in the hand of your God.  4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land 

shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land 

Married; for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married.  5 For as a young man 

marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the 

bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 

John 2:1-11 
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Intro 

 Our theme of weddings continues (I’m still trying to figure out what the creators of the 

lectionary were thinking when they went with the marriage theme in the month of January: they 

must have lived in the southern hemisphere!), as Jesus performs what we understand to be his 

first public miracle: the turning of water (which Jesus asked the wedding steward to fill into each 

of the six empty jars) into wine. 

 In and of itself, the miracle carries a tremendous amount of weight.  Then you start to do 

the math and you realize my pun.   

The passage that we are about to hear tells us that six empty purification jars are used to 

store the water that will be turned into wine.  These jars are big: really big.  These were not jars 

that would sit on your head or that you could pick up by yourself.  You were going to need help: 

like a forklift.   

Individually, these jars could hold between twenty and thirty gallons of liquid.   

That means that on their own they would weigh around 208 pounds: and that’s just the 

weight of the liquid alone.  Combined, that would mean that these jars held between 120 gallons 

on the low side and 180 gallons on the high side and combined would weigh in the area of 1251 

pounds, again, just the weight of the liquid.   

As I said, this miracle carries a tremendous amount of weight (How about now?  Do you 

get the pun now?). 

But it is that all that we are to take away from this passage?   

I think the answer is a very clear ‘no’.   

So listen to these words, and then start to peel back some of the layers of what is actually 

being told to us.  Yes, God’s commitment to us is that great.  The scripture reads this way.   
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John 2:1-11 

2On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there.2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  3When the wine gave out, the 

mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’  4And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what 

concern is that to you and to me?  My hour has not yet come.’  5His mother said to the servants, 

‘Do whatever he tells you.’  6Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 

purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  7Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ 

And they filled them up to the brim.  8He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the 

chief steward.’ So they took it.  9When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and 

did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 

steward called the bridegroom10and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then 

the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.  But you have kept the good wine until 

now.’  11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him. 

“To Depths Unknown” 

 The scriptures are full of examples of saying one thing, and meaning so much more.   

This truth is doubly so for the Gospel of John where, with all of its revelations of God, 

the Word (Jesus), and how the Word is the light that shines in the darkness (and all of that is 

right there at the beginning of the Gospel), we know that we have to look for the meaning behind 

the events.   

In the case of the Cana wedding feast, all literary signs point us toward Holy Week and 

the Resurrection that is to come.   
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So, let’s go through the passage, with Easter in mind, and see what John is actually 

talking to us about. 

The first one is a gimmie, and it confirms for us that the particular lens that we are using 

is appropriate.  The reading starts out by telling us the event takes place on the third day.  This 

should absolutely been heard as a direct reference to Jesus being raised on the third day: on that 

first Easter morn.   

The next symbol is the actual event: the wedding feast.  Here John is looking for the 

reader to pick up on the fact that there is another wedding that is able to occur because of the 

death and resurrection of Jesus.  This is the wedding between the people of God (the church) and 

the one who was able to bring the church into being: Jesus Christ.   

This type of imagery also shows up in Matthew, Luke and even Revelation, and 

absolutely our first reading from the prophet Isaiah.   

We then hear about the wine at this celebration running out.  In John’s coded language, 

this is an oblique reference to the end of one time of understanding.  As we look at it through the 

lens of Easter, this means that the time of the people of God under the Jewish law has come to an 

end.  It’s dried up and there is no more left.  The six empty water jars for the rites of purification 

only help to accentuate this point.  

The mother of Jesus, Mary, then comes to her son with the statement, ‘They have no 

wine’.  On its own, this piece of information doesn’t point to anything in particular.   

However, when taken with his response, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? 

My hour has not yet come’, we are able to hear that in the coded language that Mary isn’t just 

talking about the actual wine, she is talking about how the time under the Jewish law has come to 
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an end and that she wants Jesus to do something to correct this, because she has faith, she knows 

that he can.   

In the coded language, Mary is symbolizing the believing church imploring Jesus to 

assume the throne of cleansing forgiveness.  Jesus is telling Mary, reminding the church, that his 

time has not come yet.  He still needs to finish his earthly ministry…but that eventually, he will 

assume the role that she is calling for him to take. 

In the meantime, however, he will perform a miracle that is able to display what this 

eternal cleansing will be like.  He has the empty water jars filled and then tells one of the 

servants to draw some of the liquid out and take it to the chief steward, who we can think of as 

the head butler or the chief of staff of this feast.   

As we know, the water has been miraculously turned into wine.  And not just any wine, 

but the best wine possible.  The head butler is so amazed that he goes to the groom and praises 

him for his incredibly generous outpouring because, as he says, ‘Everyone serves the good wine 

first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.  But you have kept the good 

wine until now’.  This wine that has filled the once empty purification jars, when thought of 

through the lens of John’s veiled Easter language, symbolizes the blood of Jesus Christ, shed for 

us on the cross, so that we may be purified.   

Now think back to what we talked about prior to the reading: Jesus miraculously 

transformed between 120 and 180 gallons of water into wine.  1251 pounds of wine!   

 This is an insane amount of wine to be needed!  There is no way that any wedding party, 

whether or not they have eaten, could consume this amount of liquid.   

You may even be thinking that that much wine is simply…too much wine.   
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But again, don’t think of it as wine.  Think of it as the writer of John might think of it.  

Yes, on its face level, what Jesus did was miraculous (water into wine: moonshiner’s have been 

trying to copy this feat ever since!).   

But more importantly, when this fact is examined through the Easter lens, we are left 

with the image that the sacrificial blood of Jesus, which is what the wine is able to stand for, can 

purify all those are in need of it.  The vessels that were once devoid of any pardon (remember, 

they were purification jars) are now overflowing with the cleansing forgiveness of God as known 

through the blood of Jesus.  The source of purification is no longer empty.  In this imagery we 

are able to know that in God’s eyes there is no such thing as too much forgiveness to those who 

come with an honestly repentant heart.   

With this image before us, we are given an illustration of the depth of forgiveness, the 

depth of commitment that God has exhibited to each of us, for all of us.   

But is that all that it is for us?  Is that all that it is for you?  Just an illustration.   

Because we do a great job of talking about forgiveness from God, from others, from 

ourselves.  It’s the whole application thing where we start to get hung up on whether or not we 

actually believe what is being taught through these passages. 

Here’s what I mean: how well do you forgive yourself?  How many of us look in the 

mirror (either literally or figuratively) and what we see first (or at the very least lingering in the 

not too distant background) are all of the things that we have done wrong and not done right.  We 

look at that and start to beat ourselves up, which buys into what all of those negative voices in 

the world so often say: you’re not worth it, you’re not beautiful, you’re not intelligent, you’re not 

valuable.  We believe those voices and think that about ourselves. 
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If we think that about ourselves, then my assertion is that we live that ethic out in regards 

to how forgive (or don’t forgive) others?  And if we struggle to forgive ourselves, then how are 

we going to respond to passages that declare that God’s forgiveness, that God’s commitment to 

us reaches to depths unknown?   

That’s right: it becomes a nice story …that pertains to someone else.      

So is this overwhelming miraculous example that we have heard in the Gospel of John, 

and had affirmed in the prophet Isaiah, just an illustration? 

Or will you allow God’s forgiveness, a forgiveness that is able to reach to depths 

unknown, actually be a part of who you are and how you live?  Are you willing to realize that 

God’s forgiveness is there for you?  That in the blood of Jesus Christ you are forgiven of 

everything that you have done, and all those things that you have left undone?   

It is true!  It has been promised!  Live in that space, live like you actually believe that it is 

true and you will begin to see the markers that show that it is. 

And what are those markers?   

Well, one of them is that you will stop listening to the voices of negativity in regards to 

who you actually are.  You are a child of God who is so precious that He would send His only 

Son to die …for you.  You are worth it. 

The second is that we take the steps to allowing forgiveness to actually be experienced by 

others through us.  God doesn’t forgive in a way that gives us a free pass to go out and hurt 

others the way that we have been hurt.  God forgives so that we might be connected in new 

depths of relationship that show us that love is greater than anything else.   

So not only are you worth it, but you can do it (God created you that way!)  



8 
 

We look at the example of how much water was turned into wine and we marvel at how 

much of a miracle it is.  Remember, much like talked about earlier, that illustration points toward 

a greater truth: that no matter who you are, no matter what you carry, if you come before the 

Lord, you can and you will be forgiven.   

Live in that space and that truth.  Allow it to become who you are.  Allow the forgiveness 

of God to lead you to depths of commitment to the Almighty, to each other, to yourself, that you 

have yet to know. 

It’s more that and illustration.  It is real.        

After Sermon Prayer 

 Lord, Your well of cleansing forgiveness is endless.  This is so much so the case that it is 

actually able to strengthen us, so that even in those moments where we felt that we would be 

unable to forgive others, the ability to do so is given to us.  Lord, we thank You and pray that in 

all the aspects of our lives, that we might strive to live in Your image.  Amen.  


